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DESCRIPTION OF SCHOOL
Orchard School is one of three K‐5 elementary schools in the city of South Burlington. It is located on
Baldwin Avenue, off of Shelburne Road. Orchard is a neighborhood school, and while most students are
bused to the site, this is for safety reasons rather than distance. The school is the focal point of this
section of the city and can boast of tremendous community involvement. It is a school where parents,
teachers and students are proud of the school environment they have developed together.
Orchard School is a one story brick building which was built in three phases. The original part was
erected in 1956. In 1970, the library media center wing was added. New construction and remodeling
in 1996 added ten classroom spaces and included a project room at the end of each wing.
Behind Orchard School there is a place which students and teachers call "The Magical Woods."

SCHOOL BUSSING POLICIES
Please see appendix A
BICYCLING RESTRICTIONS, (INCL. AGE LIMITS, HELMET REQUIREMENT)

EXISTING SCHOOL WELLNESS POLICIES
Please see appendix B

LOCAL CONDITIONS AND ISSUES
Orchard Elementary School lies at the edge of a suburban neighborhood of busy Shelburne
Road. Students who walk and bike to school face a variety of challenges and barriers
depending on where they reside in relation to the school. Orchard’s bussing policy dictates
that students who live within ½ mile of school do not receive bus service. This has
unfortunately increased the number of parents driving kids to school. One of the cultural
barriers present is simply that motorists are not used to seeing children walking and cycling
along Shelburne Road and in other areas. Pedestrian infrastructure on the school grounds
needs improvement. The school has placed cones and signs to begin to address parking
lot/pick‐up drop‐off issues.

Identified Physical Barriers:
⋅
⋅
⋅
⋅
⋅
⋅
⋅
⋅

Incomplete sidewalks
Insufficient crosswalks
Lack of signals on some of the wider business driveway entrances
Pavement‐level 3 1/2’ sidewalk in school driveway
Pavement level sidewalk at school entrance
Inadequate signage for school
Four lane crossing on Shelburne Rd.
Difficult crossing across 189

Orchard School Circulation on School Site–all modes ‐ 3/10
Pedestrian safety issues:
1. No clearly delineated parent drop‐off area.
2. Current sidewalk leads walkers to an area where they have to navigate crossing two modes of
traffic.
3. Motorist circulation pattern poorly marked and not followed. (Quick Fix?)
Possible solutions:
1. Relocate parent drop‐off area to back lot?

2. Relocate driveway sidewalk to opposite side; add crosswalk at school entrance, add sidewalk
along tree line to connect to bicycle rack and path entrance.
3. Cone off bus area after last bus arrives (quick fix?)
4. Add signage and parent education campaign (quick fix?)

In March 2010, the SRTS team asked the CCMPO to conduct a site study of the school area to
identify solutions to above concerns (see letter below); As of September 2010 that study is
currently underway.

Michelle Boomhower, ED
Chittenden County Metropolitan
Planning Organization
110 West Canal Street, Suite 202
Winooski, VT 05402‐2109

Dear Michelle,
I am writing to request technical assistance from the CCMPO to do a site assessment of the
Orchard School, 2 Baldwin Road, in South Burlington.
The Safe Routes to School team has expressed concern that pedestrian access to the school is
currently co‐mingled with the school bus, parking and student drop‐off areas, imposing a safety
hazard to those students arriving to school by bicycle or on foot.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter. Please direct any questions to:
Pamela Mathews, SRTS Coordinator, Local Motion: (802) 482‐4120, pam@localmotion.org .

Sincerely,
Charles Hafter
City Manager, South Burlington, Vermont

ATTITUDES AFFECTING WALKING AND BICYCLING

CURRENT LEVELS OF WALKING AND BIKING
SURVEY DATA
Please See Appendix C

ANECDOTAL
At the start of the SRTS program at Orchard School there was one Bike rack that was
consistently overflowing with bikes. Orchard applied for and received racks for an additional
20 bikes through the SRTS bike Rack Grant Round in 2008. All racks remain widely utilized.

CURRENT WALKING AND BICYCLING ROUTES
Most students who walk and bike to school arrive on the side path from Baldwin Avenue and
the neighborhoods immediate neighborhood beyond. Some students also use the Laurel Hill
path. The Orchard School SRTS team recently worked with the Department of Public Works
to have trees cut along the path to make it safer and more pedestrian friendly.
Crossing Route 7 and route 189 and walking along Shelburne Road still remains perceivably
too dangerous for Orchard students at this time.

PROGRAM GOALS
Promote walking and biking to school to enhance student’s health and well‐being as well as
reinforcing the community nature of the school.

PHYSICAL BARRIERS
1. Laurel Hill Path overgrown making it scary and uninviting, and causing the path to
collect debris creating walking/biking safety hazards.
2. School site a mish‐mash of busses, autos, and pedestrians making it unsafe for walking.
3. Neighborhoods behind school do not have continuous sidewalks.
4. Curb cuts wide in neighborhoods behind school.
5. Shelburne Road to busy and dangerous for children in this age group to cross.

6. 189 too dangerous for children to cross. Also, the route on Shelburne Road has too
many driveways to make it safe for walking.

CULTURAL BARRIERS
1. Perceived stranger danger risk
2. Parents feel their children are entitled to bussing
3. Student population age group (Pre K – 5) too young to walk without parental assistance.

STEPS TO OVERCOME BARRIERS (PROPOSED SOLUTIONS FOR THE 5 E’S)
5E

Barrier
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without
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Lack of
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Appendix A ‐ School Bussing Policies
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
TRANSPORTATION
POLICY

to work
with
police
yes

POLICY F12

DPW
aware of
strs
concerns
Study
underway
fall 2010
yes

Where it is reasonably necessary, the South Burlington School District will furnish transportation on public roads to
students who reside within the city of South Burlington. The district may provide transportation to nonresident
students as authorized by the Board.
IMPLEMENTATION
The Superintendent will establish routes and designate stops after considering both the safety of children and
efficiency of operation. The Superintendent will consider the following factors when determining routes and stops.
1)
2)
3)
4)

The age and health of pupils,
Distance to be traveled,
Condition of the road, and
Type of highway.

The Superintendent may consider any other factors he or she deems appropriate when establishing routes and
designated stops.
The Superintendent shall submit to the Board for approval any contracts, leases or purchases necessary to maintain
and operate transportation equipment, and shall include in his or her annual report to the board information as to all
pupils transported by the school district and the expense thereof.
Date Policy Warned: February 21, 2007; Date Policy Considered: March 14, 2007;
Date Policy Adopted: April 4, 2007. Signed: Kathryn Boucher, Chair; Theodore Manazir, Clerk; Richard Cassidy ;
Carol Caldwell-Edmonds; Elizabeth Fitzgerald
AUTHORITY AND CROSS REFERENCE
Cross References Bus Discipline policy

Appendix B
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICY F5
WELLNESS
PURPOSE
The intent of this policy is to ensure compliance with the local policy requirements of the federal Child Nutrition and
WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004. In accord with those requirements, this policy has been developed in consultation
with parents, students, representatives of the school food services authority, school administrators, and the public.
POLICY STATEMENT
It is the policy of the South Burlington School District to establish goals for nutrition education, physical activity, and
other school-based activities that are designed to promote student wellness. The district will also establish nutrition
guidelines for all foods available at school during the school day with the objective of promoting student health.
GOALS FOR NUTRITION EDUCATION

1)

2)
3)

The district shall provide nutrition education programs as required by state law and regulations of the State
Board of Education. In particular, the district shall provide a nutrition component in its Comprehensive Health
Education program and shall develop curricular programs intended to accomplish applicable goals enumerated
in the Vermont Framework of Standards and Learning Opportunities.
Nutrition education programs shall be conducted by appropriately licensed staff members.
To the extent practicable, nutrition education shall be integrated into core curricula in areas, such as science and
family and consumer science courses.

GOALS FOR PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
1)
2)

The district shall provide physical education classes for all students as required by Vermont School Quality
Standards.
The district shall provide other physical activity opportunities for students through recess periods in appropriate
grades and, as appropriate, before or after school activities such as interscholastic athletics and physical activity
clubs or intramural sports.

GOALS FOR SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL HEALTH

1)
2)

The district shall provide a comprehensive affective education program that promotes students’ social and
emotional health.
Within available resources, the district shall provide a variety of activities and opportunities that match students’
interests and needs in order to develop the skills, attitudes, and behaviors necessary for productive engagement
in the community.

GOALS FOR OTHER SCHOOL BASED ACTIVITIES
1) The district shall ensure that guidelines for reimbursable school meals will at least comply with regulations and
guidance issued by the Secretary of Agriculture pursuant to sections (a) and (b) of section 10 of the Child
Nutrition Act and section 9(f)(1) and 17a of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act as those regulations
and guidance apply to schools.
2) The district shall provide adequate space for eating and serving school meals.
3) The district shall provide a clean and safe meal environment for students.
4) The district shall establish meal periods that provide adequate time to eat and are scheduled at appropriate
hours.
5) Food shall not be used in district schools as a reward or punishment.
The district shall provide training opportunities as appropriate for food service and other staff members in
areas of nutrition and wellness.
NUTRITION GUIDELINES
1)
2)

3)

No foods of minimal nutritional value, as listed in 7 CFR 210, Appendix B and 7 CFR 220, Appendix B shall be
sold in food service areas during breakfast and lunch periods.
The sale of foods by non-district organizations during meal periods in food service areas shall be allowed only if
all income from the sale, including the sale of approved foods or drinks from vending machines, accrues to the
benefit of the school, the school food service program, or the student organizations sponsoring the sale.
To the extent practicable, the district shall ensure that foods offered at school other than through the National
School Lunch or School Breakfast programs, including foods sold through vending machines, shall comply with
the A la Carte and Vending Guidelines established by the Vermont Departments of Health and Education.

POLICY IMPLEMENTATION
1)
2)

The superintendent shall monitor district programs and curricula to ensure compliance with this policy and any
administrative procedures established to carry out the requirements of this policy.
The superintendent shall report at least annually to the board on the district’s compliance with laws and policies
related to student wellness. The report shall include an assurance that district guidelines for reimbursable meals
will at least comply with the regulations and guidelines issued for schools in accordance with federal law.

Date Policy Warned:

February 21, 2007

Dale Policy Considered:

March 14, 2007

Date Policy Considered:

May 9, 2007

Date Policy Adopted:

May 23, 2007

Signed: Richard Cassidy, Chair; Theodore Manazir, Clerk; Carol Caldwell-Edmonds;
Elizabeth Fitzgerald; Agnes Clift

Appendices C & D Most Recent Survey and Tally Data

